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conditions on which, on the sixteenth, he had made France's
abandonment of her obligations dependent. These con-
ditions, comnrunicated to M. Reynaud, had been reiterated
by Sir Ronald Campbell to the new Government. M.
Baudouin and Admiral Darlan especially had solemnly
pledged themselves to respect them. They were not
respected. It is impossible to insist too much on this
point if one wants to judge impartially the decision that
the British Government had to take in the matter of the
French fleet, and which caused the unfortunate affair at
Oran:
" We reminded the new Government that the condition
indispensable to their release had not been complied with,
the condition being that they (the French vessels) should
be sent to a British port. There was plenty of time to
do it; it would have made no difference to the negotiations,
and the terms could hardly have been more severe than
they were. In order to reinforce the earnestness with
which we held our views, we sent the First Sea Lord and
the First Lord, as well as Lord Lloyd, to establish what
contacts were possible with the new Ministers.
" Everything was, of course, fusing into collapse at that
time, but many solemn assurances were given that the
Fleet would never be allowed to fall into German hands.
It was, therefore, with grief and amazement, to quote the
words of the Government's statement, which we issued
on Sunday, that I read Article 8 of the armistice terms.
This article, to which the French Government have sub-
scribed, says that the French fleet, excepting that part
left free for the safeguarding of French interests in the
Colonial Empire, shall be collected in ports to be specified,
and there demobilised and disarmed under German or
Italian control.
" From this text it is clear that the French war vessels
under this armistice pass into German and Italian control
while fully armed. We note, of course, in the same article
the solemn declaration of the German Government that
they have no intention of using them for their own purpose
during the war. What is the value of that ? Ask half a